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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
McDermott (US 6,775.843 B1). 

In considering claim 1, McDermott discloses a receiving device (Fig. 1) used in a 
digital television, comprising all the claimed limitations, noted 1) the claimed a receiver 
for forming a plurality of virtual channels multiplexed onto a physical channel to thereby 
receive a digital broadcast transmitting channel information indicating a program for 
each of the virtual channels and attributes of the virtual channels is met by the receiver 
110 (Fig. 1, col, 3, lines 12-27 and col. 5, lines 7-14), 2) the claimed a channel selecting 
section for switching the physical channel for the digital broadcast received by the 
receiver and also switching the virtual channels formed onto the physical channel is met 
by the remote control (col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 6, lines 21-42), 3) the 
claimed an automatic storage section for switching (s9) the physical channels at the 
channel selecting section to thereby detect (s4) whether a program is broadcast at each 
of the physical channels and obtain (s5) the channel information of a physical channel 



Application/Control Number: 10/075,586 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2622 

at which a program is broadcast and then register (s6) the physical channels in a 
channel map in correlation with the virtual channels is met by the auto programming 
(col. 5, lines 8-62), 4) the claimed an automatic storage instructing section for instructing 
the automatic storage section to perform an operation thereof is met by the auto 
programming (col. 5. lines 8-62), and 5) the claimed a channel storing section for storing 
a specified virtual channel is met by the mapping module 600 (Fig. 6, col. 6. lines 16- 
42), 6) the claimed wherein: the automatic storage section, when the channel 
information obtained on the physical channels at which a program is broadcast contains 
(s7) any other physical channels therein, registers (s8) the physical channels thereof in 
the channel map, decides (s3) whether the physical channel which is switched at the 
step (s9) has been registered in the channel map, and if the physical channel has been 
registered, not to detect (s3: No) whether a program is broadcast at the other physical 
channels and also inhibits the virtual channels stored in the channel storing section from 
being registered in the channel map is met by the block 342 and 350 of Fig. 3B (Fig. 3B, 
col. 5, lines 56-62); and the channel selecting section usually inhibits the physical 
channels and the virtual channels not registered in the channel map from being selected 
is met by the remote control to power off or stop the auto programming module 300 (col. 
3, line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 5, lines 8-62). 

In considering claim 2, McDermott discloses a receiving device (Fig. 1) used in a 
digital television, comprising all the claimed limitations, noted 1) the claimed a receiver 
for forming a plurality of virtual channels multiplexed onto a physical channel to thereby 
receive a digital broadcast transmitting channel information indicating a program for 
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each of the virtual channels and attributes of the virtual channels is met by the receiver 
110 (Fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 12-27 and col. 5, lines 7-14); 2) the claimed a channel selecting 
section for switching the physical channel for the digital broadcast received by the 
receiver and also switching the virtual channels formed onto the physical channel is met 
by the remote control (col. 3. line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 6, lines 21-42); 3) the 
claimed an automatic storage section for switching (s9) the physical channels at the 
channel selecting section to thereby detect (s4) whether a program is broadcast at each 
of the physical channels and obtain (s5) the channel information of a physical channel 
at which a program is broadcast and then register (s6) the physical channels in a 
channel map in correlation with the virtual channels is met by the auto programming 
(col. 5, lines 8-62); 4) the claimed an automatic storage instructing section for instructing 
the automatic storage section to perform an operation thereof is met by the auto 
programming (col. 5, lines 8-62); and 5) the claimed a channel storing section for storing 
a specified virtual channel is met by the mapping module 600 (Fig. 6, col. 6, lines 16- 
42); 6) the claimed wherein: the automatic storage section, when the channel 
information obtained on the physical channels at which a program is broadcast contains 
(s7) any other physical channels therein, registers (s8) the physical channels thereof in 
the channel map, decides (s3) whether the physical channel which is switched at the 
step (s9) has been registered in the channel map, and if the physical channel has been 
registered, not to detect (s3: No) whether a program is broadcast at the other physical 
channels is met by the block 342 and 350 of Fig. 3B (Fig. 3B, col. 5, lines 56-62); and 
the channel selecting section usually inhibits the physical channels not registered in the 
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channel map and the virtual channels stored in the channel storing section from being 
selected is met by the remote control to power off or stop the auto programming module 
300 (col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 5, lines 8-62). 

In considering claim 3, McDermott discloses a receiving device (Fig. 1) used in a 
digital television, comprising all the claimed limitations, noted 1) the claimed a receiver 
for receiving a digital broadcast is met by the receiver 110 (Fig. 1, col. 3, lines 12-27 
and col. 5, lines 7-14); 2) the claimed a channel selecting section for switching a 
channel for the digital broadcast received by the receiver is met by the remote control 
(col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 6, lines 21-42); 3) the claimed an automatic 
storage section for switching the channels at the channel selecting section to thereby 
detect whether a program is broadcast at each of the channels and register such a 
channel at which a program is broadcast in a channel map, wherein: the digital 
broadcast transmits channel information indicating attributes of the virtual channels 
multiplexed to the channel is met by the auto programming (col. 5, lines 8-62); and 4) 
the claimed the automatic storage section obtains the channel information on channels 
at which a program is broadcast, when the channel information contains any other 
channels therein, registers the channels thereof in the channel map, decides whether 
the channel which is switched has been registered in the channel map, and if the 
channel has been registered, not to detect whether a program is broadcast at the other 
channels is met by the block 342 and 350 of Fig. 3B (Fig. 3B, col. 5, lines 56-62). 
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In considering claim 4, the claimed an automatic storage instructing section for 
instructing the automatic storage section to perform an operation thereof Is met by the 
auto programming (col. 5, lines 8-62). 

In considering claim 5, the claimed wherein the channel selecting section usually 
inhibits the channels not registered in the channel map from being selected is met by 
the remote control to power off or stop the auto programming module 300 (col. 3, line 66 
to col. 4, line 15 and col. 5, lines 8-62). 

In considering claim 6, the claimed a channel storing section for storing a 
specified channel, so that the automatic storage section inhibits the channels stored in 
the channel storing section from being registered in the channel map even if a program 
is broadcasted trough the channels is met by the remote control to power off or stop the 
auto programming module 300 (col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and col. 5, lines 8-62). 

In considering claim 7, the claimed a channel storing section for storing a 
specified channel, so that the channel selecting section usually inhibits the channel 
stored in the channel storing section from being selected is met by the remote control to 
power off or stop the auto programming module 300 (col. 3, line 66 to col. 4, line 15 and 
col. 5, lines 8-62). 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Newberry et al (US 6,993,782 B1) discloses program guide information and 
processor for providing program and channel substitution. 



Application/Control Number: 10/075.586 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2622 

Klopfenstein (US 7,024,676 B1) discloses system for acquiring and processing 
broadcast programs, program guide and channel identification data. 

Ikeguchi (US 7,061,542 B1) discloses television receiving method and television 
receiver. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Trang U. Iran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7358. The examiner can nomnally be reached on 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM, Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Ometz can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infonnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated infonnation 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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